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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 1384 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, MO 

SUBJECT: MOROCCAN PRESS CENSORSHIP LIFTED 

1. OPPOSITION NEWSPAPERS MARCH 10 REPORTED GOVERNMENT DECISION 
TO LIFT PRESS CENSORSHIP. ISTIQLAL'S L'OPINION COMMENTED THAT 
CENSORSHIP HAD BEEN APPLIED SINCE 1967 WITHOUT LEGAL BASIS AND 
IN VIOLATION OF DECREES ON PUBLIC FREEDOMS AND FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION. THE PAPER NEVERTHELESS WELCOMED THE MOVE AS HELPING 
TO IMPROVE ATMOSPHERE BEFORE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS (NOW 
EXPECTED IN SECOND HALF OF MAY). GOVERNMENT INFORMATION ORGANS 
AND SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS DID NOT MENTION THE DECISION. 

2. WELL-PLACED JOURNALIST TELLS US THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH 
NEWSPAPER WERE CONVOKED MARCH 8 BY MIN INFO TAIBI BENHIMA AND 
INFORMED THERE WOULD NO LONGER BE A REQUIREMENT TO SUBMIT DAILY 
EDITIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT CENSOR FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO 
DISTRIBUTION. BENHIMA ALSO REMINDED THEM OF THE PRESS CODE 
(DECREE OF NOVEMBER 15, 1958, AMENDED APRIL 10, 1973), WHICH 
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PROVIDES FOR STIFF PENALTIES FOR A WIDE RANGE OF OFFENSES. (THE 
DIRECTOR OF A NEWSPAPER CAN BE JAILED OR FINED FOR SUCH OFFENSES 
AS LESE MAJESTE, DEFAMATION OF A FRIENDLY CHIEF OF STATE, AND 
VIOLATIONS OF NATIONAL SECURITY.) BENHIMA. ACCORDING TO THE 
SOURCE, LEFT NO DOUBT THAT THE CODE WOULD BE STRICTLY ENFORCED AND 
SUGGESTED THAT THE PRESS IN FUTURE CENSOR ITSELF CAREFULLY. 
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3. COMMENT: LIFTING OF CENSORSHIP UNDOUBTEDLY INTENDED BY GOM 
TO BE RESPONSIVE TO OPPOSITION DEMAND IN CONNECTION 
WITH UPCOMING PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. PROJECTED DURATION OF THE 
DECISION IS NOT CLEAR. WE UNDERSTAND THAT DIRECTORS OF OPPOSITION 
PAPERS ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED OVER INCREASED POSSIBILITY OF 
PROSECUTION. WHETHER USUALLY LIVELY OPPOSITION PRESS WILL THERE- 
FORE BECOME NOTICEABLY MORE CAUTIOUS REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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